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METHODS 
 

1) Solicited feedback from local women and 

girl-serving organizations about community 

needs 

2) 2 focus groups (n=14) conducted to gain 

information 

3) Open-ended questions to facilitate 

discussion 

a) What  challenges do women and girls 

in the Charlotte area face? 

b) How do you know the issue you 

identified is truly a need? 

c) What information do you need in 

order to better serve women and 

girls? 

4) Students transcribed focus group and 

performed a content analysis  

RESULTS 
 

Three issues emerged from the focus groups: 

 

1) Lack of financial independence of clients  

2) Class, gender, and racial divides  

3) Identifying issues through anecdotal 

experience  

 

DISCUSSION 
 

1) Are focus groups enough? 

2) Whose voices are missing? 

3) Community-value placed on quantitative 

vs qualitative research  

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The Women + Girls Research Alliance 

(W+GRA), housed at UNC Charlotte, 

was created to serve as a catalyst for 

positive change for women and girls in 

the Charlotte-Mecklenburg area by 

researching and analyzing issues that 

immediately impact women and girls. 

The primary mechanism for this 

change is applied social sciences 

research, but an underlying question 

for W+GRA is how an organization 

knows which questions or problems to 

pursue when working with categories 

as broad as education or civic 

engagement.  

 

 W+GRA has worked to develop a 

cyclical model of community-

solicitation in order to develop a 

research agenda that is specifically 

designed to address issues of 

importance to the community. 

University-based researchers are then 

engaged to pursue those research 

topics identified by the community as 

being the most useful in developing 

policy and practices that can actually 

create the change desired by the 

community.  
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Alliance, YWCA Hold Focus 
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Develop 
Research 
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Research 
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INNOVATION OF RESEARCH 
By working directly with community stakeholders we are able to intentionally curate research that reflects 

current situational factors and that can be effectively used to inform policy or best practices.  We are also 

able to capture a more nuanced understanding of needs which will help us pair researchers with relevant 

needs. By only relying on content experts in research fields it is possible to miss current needs of the 

community.  This method bridges community and researchers. 


